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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 109 

Les maladies du sentiment religieux. Par E. Murisier. 
Paris: Alcan, 1901. Pp. 175. Fr. 2.50. 

This is not a treatise on morbid religious states, but an essay on 
the nature of religion. Inasmuch as certain mental diseases decompose 
the mind, destroying its functions in the inverse order of their evolu- 
tion, the author believes that analysis of religious maladies will reveal 
the ultimate elements of religion. The three chapters discuss, 
respectively, ecstasy, fanaticism, and emotional contagion. 

The contrast between the active and the contemplative types of spir- 
ituality is reduced to one between egotistic and social impulses. Around 
this conception the entire essay revolves. Morbid excess of individual- 
ism in religious sentiment tends toward ecstasy; corresponding excess 
in the reverse direction tends toward fanatical desire for extreme social 
uniformity. Both seek a directing power which shall unify and system- 
atize an unstable consciousness. The primordial factor is a feeling of the 
need of guidance, a feeling not exclusively egotistic or exclusively 
social, but normally both at once. The need of adjustment produces 
feeling, this gives birth to idea, and idea finally reacts upon feeling. 

The essay is richly suggestive. Yet why should we desire, in deter- 
mining the nature of religion, to ignore its normal forms ? The 
reader is not always sure just when the discussion concerns the normal 
and when the morbid. The data actually selected, moreover, seem 
needlessly limited. They are derived chiefly from biographical and 
historical literature, direct observation from the psychologist's point 
of view supplying only an illustration here and there. In the present 
state of the psychology of religion, our greatest need is a large amount 
of first-hand study of phenomena. American readers will smile at the 
author's not unnatural interpretation of the term "protracted meeting," 
while his statement of the psychology of sects will reinforce the desire 
for a more rigidly empirical method. 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University, 
Evanston, 111. 

Principles of Interpretation. The Laws of Interpretation 
Treated as a Science, Derived Inductively from an Exegesis 
of Many Important Passages of Scripture. By Clinton 
Lockhart. Des Moines : The Christian Index Publishing 
Co., 1901. Pp. 306. $1.25. 

This book is a real and valuable contribution to the department of 
biblical hermeneutics, and is well adapted both for the study table of 



